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Assessment – Grades

Curricular reform

Davor Černi, prof. 

senior advisor for English language

• https://www.menti.com/v67be1sggs

• Go to www.menti.com and use the code 80 54 60 6

• https://www.mentimeter.com/s/0aad02ceaf6995fae278c695c1f06c2d/9f7bb3facb
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https://www.menti.com/v67be1sggs
http://www.menti.com/
https://www.mentimeter.com/s/0aad02ceaf6995fae278c695c1f06c2d/9f7bb3facbab
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DOCIMOLOGY - the art of assaying

evaluation, 

internal evaluation, 

external evaluation, 

self-assessment,

formative,

summative,

peer-assessment

grades

feedback
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dr. sc. Milan Matijević, Ocjenjivanje u osnovnoj školi, TIPEX, Zagreb, 2004.

• 1874. and 1888. – „school law” in Croatia (no grades, both students and schools 

are assessed)

dr. sc. Milan Matijević, Ocjenjivanje u osnovnoj školi, TIPEX, Zagreb, 2004.

• 1918. – grades are introduced

• 1960. – combination of grades and written notes introduced in primary schools

• 70s – only grades for classes 5 to 8
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dr. sc. Milan Matijević, Ocjenjivanje u osnovnoj školi, TIPEX, Zagreb, 2004.

• 21st century – no final grades at the end of first semestar, e-dnevnik, curricular 

reform, assessment is part of the teaching process

• The interest of society to reconsider and revive evaluation in education has 

increased, especially when traditional curricula began to be seriously 

questioned. 

• In education, assessment is currently addressed in at least two significant 

perspectives: sociological and pedagogical.

• The sociological approach to the assessment of macro-issues; meaning social 

control (institutional), measurs the social impact of education, hence the name 

of the external assessment or evaluation system. (NCVVO)

• The pedagogical approach to assessment places the micro-system, i.e. the 

process in the centre of learning; defining issues through the acquisition of 

specific behaviours - internal assessment or school assessment. (Vrednovanje –

kao, za, naučenog)

SPECIFIC SCHOOL ASSESSMENT (PEDAGOGIES); Sevastian

BLENDEA, Associate Professor of the University "Constantin Brancusi" 

from Tg-Jiu, ROMANIA
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PRIMARY EDUCATION SECONDARY EDUCATION

TRANSITION

GRADES

Standards-based report cards

Is this something we could use?

Kišićek (2020) – Assessment anf collaborative learning
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Is this single grade inadequate?

Single grade per subject…

How do you round your grades?

• Feedback!!!!

• Q&A

Susan D. Blum (2017) – The significant learning benefits 

of getting rid of grades
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Project – Going Gradeless

• A school project – one subject or one class all subjects, or if you are daring the

whole school without grades for a month.

• Invite advisors from the Agency to take part in the project

• Present and publish results

Susan D. Blum (2017) – The significant learning benefits 

of getting rid of grades

• Extrinsic motivation leads to the minimax principle.

• Students treat school as a game.

• Students see the rules as arbitrary and inconsistent.

• Students are taught to focus on schooling rather than learning.

• Grades encourage a fear of risk taking.
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Susan D. Blum (2017) – The significant learning benefits 

of getting rid of grades

Possible solutions

• Decenter grading.

• Emphasize the entire portfolio.

• Have students develop an individual plan..

• Encourage self-evaluation.

• Conduct portfolio conferences.

Susan D. Blum (2017) – The significant learning benefits 

of getting rid of grades

Comments to Sceptics

This seems idealistic and, for many classes and many teachers, 

impossible. Here are some of Susan’s thoughts on that:

• Going gradeless can be done in a class of any size and of any type, 

though students may find it alarming and unfamiliar. Some faculty 

use something called “contract grading,” which still uses a traditional 

scale but puts some of the control in students’ hands.

• You can provide opportunities for students to make choices, which 

allows them to find at least a tiny bit of intrinsic motivation even in 

the most conventional of courses.
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Susan D. Blum (2017) – The significant learning benefits 

of getting rid of grades

• Some assignments (maybe small ones) can still be risk-free and 

contribute to intrinsic motivation, by being utterly fascinating, 

completely useful or fun.

• You can always offer low-stakes exercises that are perceived as 

enjoyable and not trivial, in any course.

Q&A
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i-nastava

https://loomen.carnet.hr/course/view.php?id=17579 

https://loomen.carnet.hr/course/view.php?id=17580
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Assessment – Grades

Curricular reform

Thank you for your attention

Davor Černi, senior advisor for English language

https://loomen.carnet.hr/course/view.php?id=17579
https://loomen.carnet.hr/course/view.php?id=17580

