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This workshop embeds several key aspects of 
language teaching and learning:  
 
 
 
 

Reading 



How to promote motivation = make Ss engaged? (motivation) 
 
 
 
How to engage them in a writing task and improve their writing skills? 
(critical reading and writing) 
 
 
How to raise Ss’ metacognitive awareness to make them more self-
reflective and autonomous? (self- and peer assessment) 



In which pictures are the mice 

engaged? 
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Think about all the ways you will be 
engaged – in and out of class 

A. Think about what you read 

B. Be active in class discussion 

C. Ask yourself questions about what you read and what the teacher says 

D. Follow directions carefully 

E. Review your composition often 

F. Complete assignements on time 

G. Get to know your classmates 

H. Spend time thinking about writing assignments outside of class beginning to write 



Are my students engaged? 



Engaged student 

to be very interested, to be active, to be a part of 

something, or to make something a part of your 

life.   
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8 

Promoting student engagement  Promoting student engagement  

“if the teacher is perceived to be approachable, well 
prepared, and sensitive to student needs, students 
are committed to work harder, get more out of the 
session, and are more willing to express their 
opinion.”  
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Paragraph structure Paragraph structure 

Objectives Objectives Identify the parts of a paragraph 
 
Construct an appropriate topic sentence 
 
Support the topic sentence with details and 
examples 
 
Distinguish facts from opinions 
 
Use a concluding sentence to complete a 
paragraph 
 
Write, revise and edit paragraph about 
communication 
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Analysing  the model  Analysing  the model  

It’s important to pay attention to your 
communication style if you want to be 

successful. 



11 

Communication styles that don’t communicate Communication styles that don’t communicate 

 
                                                                                                                              

1 Studies show that certain styles of interpersonal communication are less effective 
than others. 2 Which styles are the ones to avoid? 3 These same studies indicate 
that the two least effective styles are aggressive and passive communication. 4 On 
the one hand, an aggressive style involves speaking in disrespectful manner, 
expressing anger, or trying to dominate the conversation. 5 For example, a 
business executive might tell her coworker that his ideas for a new product are 
terrible. 6 Then she might interrupt him when he tries to explain his ideas. 7 This 
approach hinders successful communication. 8 It also creates barriers between 
people. 9 A passive communication style, on the other hand, can be equally 
unproductive. 10 A passive style might lead a person to hide his or her beliefs, 
speak quietly, and submit to all demands. 11 Someone working on a fashion design 
project, for instance, might agree to use fabric that he thinks is unattractive. 12 He 
would not express his true feelings to the group. 13 In short, ineffective 
communicators can fail to influence others either by being too forceful or by hiding 
their opinions. 
                                                                                                                  





Topic Sentence 
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a general statement that could serve as a topic sentence: a general statement that could serve as a topic sentence: 

too general  
it doesn't provide much guidance about what the paragraph will be about: 
too general  
it doesn't provide much guidance about what the paragraph will be about: 

The Arabic origin of many English words is not always obvious. 

English has been influenced by other languages. 

too specific  
it could serve as a supporting sentence but not as a topic sentence: 
too specific  
it could serve as a supporting sentence but not as a topic sentence: 

The slang expression so long (meaning „good-bye“) is probably 
 a corruption of the Arabic salaam. 
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The Position of Topic Sentences The Position of Topic Sentences 

”Synonyms, words with the same basic meaning, do not always 
have the same emotional meaning. For example, stingy and 
frugal both mean „careful with money“. However, calling 
someone stingy is an insult, but calling someone frugal is 
usually a compliment. Similarly, a person wants to be slender 
but not skinny. Therefore, you should be careful in choosing 
words as many so-called synonyms are not completely 
synonymous.” 
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The Position of Topic Sentences The Position of Topic Sentences 

”Mediation is now a popular way to solve disagreements 
between children in school. A mediator can also help a 
divorcing couple discuss finances or improve communication 
between employees and company executives. These are a few 
ways that mediators can help opposing parties come to 
agreement.” 
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best 
 
best 
 

TG (too general) TG (too general) 

TS (too specific)  TS (too specific)  

I (incomplete) I (incomplete) 

_TS_ a. A lunar eclipse is an omen of coming disaster. 
_TG_ b. Superstitions have been around forever. 
_best c. People hold many superstitious beliefs about the 
moon. 
__I_    d. Is made of green cheese. 

Choosing Topic Sentences Choosing Topic Sentences 



 
https://wordwall.net/resource/7093676 
 
 
https://wordwall.net/resource/7103046 
 
 
https://wordwall.net/resource/7104934 
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Choosing Topic Sentences Choosing Topic Sentences 

Practice 1 
 
Practice 1 
 

Practice 2 Practice 2 

Practice 3 
 
Practice 3 
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Paragraph 1 Paragraph 1 

Recognizing Topic Sentences: 

Paragraph 2 Paragraph 2 

Paragraph 3 Paragraph 3 

Paragraph 4 Paragraph 4 

 
 

https://wordwall.net/resource/7137794 
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Example 1 Example 1 

The Two Parts of a Topic Sentence: 

                           Convenience foods are easy to prepare.                               
   TOPIC                 CONTROLLING IDEA 
 

 
names the  
subject of the 
 paragraph  

limits or controls the topic to a  
specific area that you can discuss  
in the space of a single paragraph 
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Example 2 Example 2 

The Two Parts of a Topic Sentence: 

Immigrants have contributed many delicious foods to U.S. cusine.                                                                                                       
CONTROLLING  IDEA                                                                                                    TOPIC 

 
names the  
subject of the 
 paragraph  

limits or controls the topic to a  
specific area that you can discuss  
in the space of a single paragraph 
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TOO MANY IDEAS TOO MANY IDEAS 

A topic sentence should not have controlling ideas 
that are unrelated.  

Advanced communication technologies have improved 
dramatically. 

GOOD GOOD 

Advanced communication technologies have improved 
dramatically, and they have also enhanced business 
relationships and nurtured social interactions. 
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Identifying the Topic and Controlling Idea 



Identify the Topic and Controlling Idea 

https://wordwall.net/resource/7139192 
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Practice  Practice  



Writing Topic Sentences 
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Practice  Practice  https://padlet.com/elokotar/topicsentence 



Writing Topic Sentences 
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Practice 6 Practice 6 On a separate sheet of paper, write two or three topic 
sentences for each topic. Each topic sentence should 
have a different controlling idea. 

    Cell phones 

   Movies  

  Advertising 

   Online social networks   Text messaging  



Writing Topic Sentences 
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Example Example     Cell phones TOPIC 

TOPIC SENTENCES Using a cell phone while driving can be 
dangerous. 

There are cell phone manners that everyone 
should know. 
 

Cell phones have changed the way we 
communicate. 



Identify Supporting Sentences 
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Paragraph 1 Paragraph 1 



Identify Supporting Sentences 
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Paragraph 2 Paragraph 2 



Identify Supporting Sentences 

https://padlet.com/elokotar/supportingsentences 
 
https://www.thinglink.com/scene/1271952436117897219 
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Paragraph 1&2 Paragraph 1&2 



Opinions vs Facts 

 
Women are better communicators than men. 

 
Smoking is a bad habit. 

 
English is an easy language to learn. 

 
 
 

At sea level, water boils at 100 degrees Celsius. 
 

Women live longer than men. 
 

Cigarettes are addictive. 
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Opinions vs Facts 
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OPINION 

Photographs of ultrathin fashion models send the 
wrong message to girls and young women. 

FACT BUT  
NEEDS PROOF 

Fashion models are extremely thin. 

SPECIFIC 
SUPPORTING                              
DETAIL 

The average model weighs 23 percent less than the 
average woman of the same height. 



Using Specific Supporting Details 
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Practice  Practice  Read each sentence and label it : 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
or  
 
 

O  (opinion) 

F-NP  (fact that needs proof) 

SSD (specific supporting detail) 



Using Specific Supporting Details 
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Practice  Practice  F-NP  1. People who steal identites do a lot of damage before 
their victims become aware of it. (The writer could give an 
example of a person who was victimized before noticing it.)  
 
O__  2. Punishment for identity thieves is not severe enough. 
(The writer could give an example of a typical punishment.) 
 
SSD_ 3. As of 2010, credit card fraud accounted for 17 percent 
of reported identity theft. 
 
_O_ 4. Identity theft is more serious than any other type of theft. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Using Specific Supporting Details 

https://app.wizer.me/preview/7KXE0N 
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Practice  Practice  



Concluding Sentence 
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Practice 7 Practice 7  
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 

HOW?  
 
 
 
 
 
In conclusion, we now have a greater variety of greeting 
cards, to choose from, but they are also becoming very 
expensive. 
 
 

Summarize the main points of the paragraph 
or repeat the topic sentence in different 
words (paraphrase). 
 
 
 



End-of-paragraph signals 
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END – OF – PARAGRAPH SIGNALS 

Followed by a Comma Not Followed by a Comma 

In brief, 
In concusion, 
Indeed, 
In short, 
Finally, 

Lastly, 
Therefore, 
Thus, 
To sum up, 

The evidence suggests that... 
There can be no doubt that... 
These examples show that... 
We can see that... 



Analyzing Conclusions 
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Paragraph 1:  
Greeting 
cards 

Paragraph 1:  
Greeting 
cards 



Analyzing Conclusions 
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Paragraph 2: 
The 
Hawaiian 
Legend 

Paragraph 2: 
The 
Hawaiian 
Legend 



Writing Concluding Sentences 
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       A person can be a good communicator by being a good listener. 
When speaking with someone,a  good listener pays close attention to 
the speaker's words while looking at his or her face. A good listener also 
shows interest by smiling and nodding. Also, posture is important; it can 
affect communication for both the speaker and the listener. For instance, 
sitting slumped in a chair makes a person seem passive, while a relaxed 
posture with the body bent slightly forward shows interest in the speaker 
and the conversation. Remember, too, that good communicators do not 
interrupt while someone is speaking; although interruption is active 
participation, it can be polite. _________________________________ 
  
______________________________________________________________ 
 

Paragraph 1 Paragraph 1 



Writing Concluding Sentences 
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Paragraph 2 Paragraph 2 
       Modern communication technology is raising the stress level for corporate 
workers. They feel burried under the large number of messages they receive 
daily. In addition to telephone calls, office workers receive dozens of email, voice 
mail, and text messages daily. In addition to telephone calls, office workers 
receive dozens of email, voice mail, and text messages daily. In fact, U.S. 
managers receive on average more than 200 email messages a day. Because they 
do not have enough time to respond to these messages during office hours, it is 
common for them to do so in the evenings or on weekends at 
home._______________________________________________________________ 
  
_____________________________________________________________________ 



Writing Concluding Sentences 

https://padlet.com/elokotar/concludingsentences 
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Paragraph 1&2 Paragraph 1&2 



Writing Assignment 
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                                      Peer Review 



Writer’s Self-Check 
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Thank you for your attention! 



There’s so much  
more to learn 

 
 

Eva Lokotar Vojnović, prof. 
Srednja škola Pregrada 

elokotar@gmail.com 




